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Sir Jon Trimmer conducts a make-up class for Wellin gton Young Friends 
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Seasons Greetings. 
 
This year has flown by! We had our annual AGM and Conference in August and most of you will 
know by now that it was decided by branch delegates to raise the membership fee for the first time 
since 2002. We have kept the increase to a minimum and I believe it still represents a very 
affordable way to support the Royal New Zealand Ballet. 
We have donated over $60,000 this year, thanks to the splendid effort you all made in selling our 
raffle tickets (it made just over $20,000!!). Susie and I put our heads together and went through 
the files and discovered that our contribution to the RNZB over the last 10 years has exceeded 
$560,000! 
I hope you have all managed to see a performance of Don Quixote…it was wonderful and Sir Jon 
Trimmer is still such a delight on stage in this, his 50th year with the RNZB. I hope you all managed 
to celebrate his achievement with your local Friends branch in some way. 
Best wishes for a Merry Christmas and a happy and prosperous New Year. 
 
Debbie Tangen           
National President 

 

  

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
         Sir Jon Trimmer in Petrouchka 1966 
 
A Make-up Class for Wellington Young Friends 
   
By Jennifer Shennan  – Dance writer & reviewer       
Jon Trimmer sits in the Green Room at a small table with his make-up case opened wide.  A Junior Friend 
perches on a stool, face expectantly turned and tilted towards Jon, who is about to apply make-up to half 
her face.  He forages for sticks and sponges, cakes of colour, brushes and cotton buds.  This is no 
ordinary face-painting. The child is in for a treat, and so are we.  Jon concentrates, yet chats as he goes 
through the techniques of masking out eyebrows, re-drawing the shaping lines, putting colour patches 
here, shading this and lightening that, styling a black line here, placing a white spot just there.  “ Hey 
presto – here’s half a Princess!  Who’s next? … (4 minutes later)  - Here’s half a Mouse.  Next one up? – 
hey, half a Devil.” 
 
How skilled these transformations are, and how clever to work up only half the face, so as to compare the 
“before” and “after” of the make-over. This is science and art in one.  There are photos taken for the 
record, but these lucky youngsters will remember the experience for some time without a souvenir. A 
cluster of young dance pupils sit on the floor, watching intently and entranced by the process. 
 
A wider circle of oldsters are fairly intrigued too, by the cross-over of physiognomy, character and fantasy. 
Who would you like to look like? We are further amused by Jonty’s occasional asides about such topics 
as Marlene Dietrich’s trade secrets of illusions with cosmetics in the pre-Botox era. 
 
“Who of you likes painting?” asks Jon, and hands shoot up.  “Well, stage make-up is just like painting 
really, only your face is the canvas.  Every stroke you use, each line and colour and shading will make a 
difference to the image. There’s no end to what you can do with it.” 
 
It’s clear that these fifty years of total commitment and immersion in the life of the theatre, refreshed by 
the recreations of gardening, pottery, painting and yoga, result in a man with much to tell, but he offers 
even more by example. A real knight is Sir Jon.  As the legendary survivor and gentle genius of New 
Zealand’s ballet, Jon is completely unassuming, patient and willing to share his knowledge and 
experiences. He doesn’t exaggerate to impress because he doesn’t need to. He is modest and yet we all 
know he has reason to stand as tall as a giant. 
 
“A giant, you say?  Now how would we shape the giant’s eyebrows? …is his chin crooked, and might he 
have a wart on his nose?   maybe his hands are quite wrinkly?  Oh sorry – time’s up.  Maybe we’ll do him 
next time…” 
 

 



 

 

Friends of the Royal New Zealand Ballet partnered d ancers 
Abigail Boyle and Qi Huan in class  (photos: Maarten Holl) 
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POINTES TO NOTE:  
· Qi Huan is dancing the role of Basilio in the Meridian Season of Don Quixote and also features in the 

wonderfully colourful Don Quixote season poster. Abigail Boyle is dancing the role of Mercedes.   
· In 2009 Friends are presenting seasons of TOWER Tutus on Tour  in: Titirangi, Palmerston North, Upper 

Hutt, Greytown, Christchurch, and Timaru.  When you book at these venues you not only support the 
Friends who donate the profits towards the dancers’ shoes, but you get your Friends’ 15% discount too!  

· Pictured below are members of the Friends National Committee elected at the National AGM and 
Conference held in Wellington in August.  Members (left to right) are: Lee Patrice (Hawke’s Bay), Linda 
Parsons (Canterbury), Debbie Tangen (National President, Wairarapa), Christine Connor (Wairarapa), 
Celia Davison (Auckland), Peter Cowley (Wellington) and Diana Maher (Auckland).   

 

 
 

Branch Contacts: 
Auckland: PO Box 28 658, Auckland 1541.  President: Andrea Watson, ph 09 521 6910              
Waikato: PO Box 27 074, Garnett Rd, Hamilton 3257.  President: Karen Embling, ph 07 849 4899 
Manawatu/Wanganui: P O Box 7055, Palmerston North 4443. President: Pam Innes, ph 06 357 4499 
Hawke’s Bay: 7 Kopanga Rd, Havelock North 4130.  President: Lee Patrice, ph 06 845 3853 
Wairarapa: PO Box 21, Masterton 5840.  President: Christine Connor, ph 06 378 2701 
Wellington: PO Box 14 495, Wellington 6241.  President: Ingrid Witkowski, ph 04 387 3994 
Canterbury: PO Box 13 664, Christchurch. President: Linda Parsons, ph 03 318 7297 
South Canterbury: PO Box 4068, Timaru 7910.  President: Clare Davenport, ph 03 684 7744 
 
National Office:  PO Box 27 050, Wellington 
National Administrator:  Susie Clarke, ph 04 381 9009  susie@nzballet.org.nz. 
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