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Behind the scenes 

Volume 2, Issue 5                                                                                                                                                          NOVEMBER 04 

Nat i o n a l  Co m m i t t ee  Mem b er s  

 
 

Following the National AGM in July a new national committee 
was elected as follows: 
 
Front Row: Susie Clark (national administrator), 
                  Jenette Borrell (national president) 
Back Row: Gay Longbottom (Canterbury),  
                  Anne Lyner (Auckland - withdrawn), 
                  Ingrid Witkowski (Wellington), 
                  Andrea Watson (Auckland), 
                  Diana Masters (Waikato), 
                  Susan McConachy (Manuwatu/Wanganui) 
 
We welcome all these hard-working folk and look forward to 
another exciting year of events, especially ‘Tutus on Tour” in 
2005.  See the next column for all the exciting 
details of this fantastic dance season. 

SEASONS GREETINGS FROM ALL 
BRANCHES TO ALL OUR FRIENDS 
IN NEW ZEALAND AND OVERSEAS 

 
I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E  
1 Your new national committee members 

1 Road Tour 2005 - Tutus on Tour  - Verge 

2 Road Tour ctd. – The Sleeping beauty, Si Supieras 

2 Road Tour ctd. - Esquisses – Branch Programme 

3 Merry Christmas – it is almost upon us again 

3 Coppelia Forum 

4 Junior & Senior Masterclass, new company piano 

4 RIP Dame Alicia Markova 
 

 

Nat i o n w i d e  Ro ad  To u r  2005  

Tu t u s  o n  To u r !  
 
How wonderful it is for the Friends 
to be able to join in presenting the 
tiki-touring Tutus as all of New 
Zealand gets a taste of what our 
fantastic national ballet company 
can do. 
 
Starting in February 2005 
branches will have the opportunity 
to present, live and local, an 
evening of exciting and versatile 
ballet with a mixture of classical 
and contemporary dance, with 
cutting edge choreography by 
national and international 
choreographers. 
 

THE PROGRA MME 

Ver g e  

The title refers to young people on the edge of their 
future.  
It is playful, youthful and exuberant and a hybrid of 
ballet and contemporary dance.  The work features 
both high-energy solos and group work, and a slow 
duet, which describes first love. 
 
Brimming with wit and vitality, Verge is an exuberant 
new work from Auckland-based choreographer Shona 
McCullagh.  Shona is one of New Zealand’s 
outstanding choreographers.  She is also a dance 
filmmaker and educator.  Her last work for the Royal 
New Zealand Ballet was Smashing Sweet Vixen, 
which was a huge hit when it premiered in 1998.  
McCullagh says Verge is inspired by the New 
Zealandness of John Ritchie’s score and McCahon’s 
Otago hills. 
 
Design: There is no set!  Auckland based Elizabeth 
Whiting is responsible for the work and it is danced to 
the sparkling Aquarius Suite No. 2 for String Quartet 
by Christchurch composer John Ritchie.  Rhythmic 
and dynamic opening and closing movements 
surround an achingly beautiful slow movement. 
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Th e  S l eep i n g  B eau t y  
A breathtaking spectacle of classical ballet, the famous 
wedding pas de deux from The Sleeping Beauty casts its 
magic spell.  

This is a classical ballet showpiece, choreographed by Marius 
Petipa, considered the father of classical ballet, who created 
more than 60 ballets in his lifetime, among them Swan Lake 
and The Nutcracker.   The starry-eyed lovers celebrate their 
nuptials with a beautiful and technically demanding pas de 
deux. 

Design: The bride and groom are dressed in wedding white.  In 
keeping with the classical style, she wears a lavish tutu and 
tiara, he wears tights and a tunic.  The ballet is accompanied 
by Tchaikovsky’s romantic orchestral score. 

Si  Su p i e r as  
Si Supieras (if you knew) is a new 
work created by Auckland born, Taupo 
raised former company dancer Turid 
Revfiem.  Turid is the Ballet Mistress 
with the Royal New Zealand Ballet and 
is active in choreography and the 
advancement of dance.  

The work is based on the tango, this 
attractive and light version highlights 
the female dancers, who slink and twirl 
around their partners.  This work was 
first performed at the Otago Arts 
Festival on 5th October of this year and 
is set to the music of Bar Tango, Friday 
Tango & Friday Night Alone by 
Jonathan Besser. 

Es q u i s s es  
Christopher Hampson, the creative force behind the 
company©s landmark Romeo and Juliet loosens ballet of its 
stiff corsets in Esquisses, a sweetly subversive homage to 
19th century tutu tradition with massed ranks of ballerinas 
and set to Aikan’s exquisite piano studies. This is classical 
tradition speeded up and loosened up!  Esquisses 
(pronounced esskeese) is French for Sketches and the work 
itself was the prototype for Hampson’s wildly successful ballet 
of 2001, Double Concerto.  

Hampson has created eight crisp pieces for everyone from 
corps de ballet through pas de deux and solos, all smoothly 
linked by a master stroke of filling and un-filling the stage. 

Hampson’s long time collaborator and Royal New Zealand 
Ballet Artistic Director, Gary Harris, designed the work’s 
classic and sophisticated costumes.  An elegant jet of green 
and blue tutus with diamond detailing fills the stage.  There is 
no set. 

Christopher Hampson’s work is well known to kiwi audiences.  
The UK choreographer’s first work for the company, 
Salterello, toured New Zealand on the Royal New Zealand 
Ballet’s 2001 Nationwide Road Tour, and was restaged by 
the company in early 2004.  He was also behind the 
company’s new-look Romeo & Juliet of 2003.  That work was 
a huge success for the company in both this country and the 
UK. 

 

Wh at  t h e  b r an c h es  a r e  d o i n g  
The company’s prime sponsor is New Zealand Post. 
 
Auckland Branch 
Venue: Botany Downs Performing Arts, Botany Downs 
Sunday 27th February 2005 at 7.30pm 
Wheel chair access. 
Magnificent sales table items for sale. 
Refreshments prior and during the interval. 
Gold coin donation for afternoon ballet company class. 
Enquiries - Andrea Watson (09) 521-6910 (answer phone) 
or watson.on.sprott@xtra.co.nz 
 
Manawatu / Wanganui Branch 
Venue: Regent Theatre, Broadway, Palmerston North 
Sunday 20th March 2005 at 7.30pm 
Wonderful sales table. 
Refreshments prior and during interval. 
Enquiries Susan McConachy (06) 356-8561 Hm or 
Pam Innes (06) 357-4499 
 
Wairarapa Branch 
Venue: Masterton Town Hall, Masterton 
Tuesday 22 March at 7.30pm
Friends to view company class in the afternoon and also 
attend a supper afterwards to meet dancers and tour 
personnel. 
Sales table and a raffle. 
Enquiries: Chris Connor  ph work (06) 377-5043 
 
Wellington Branch 
Lower Hutt Little Theatre, Queens Drive, Lower Hutt 
Thursday 24th March 2005 at 7:30 pm 
Wheel chair access. 
Exciting and interesting purchases can be made from our 
sales table on the night. 
Easter Basket Raffle. 
Refreshments prior to and during interval. 
Gold coin donation to view company class in the afternoon. 
Enquiries: Ingrid Witkowski (04) 387-7025 or 387-7024 fax 
 
South Canterbury Branch 
Venue: Theatre Royal, Timaru 
Tuesday 29th February 2005 at 7:30 pm 
Exciting sale table items and raffle on the night. 
Refreshments prior and during interval. After show function. 
Enquiries: Judy Gabites (03) 612-6390 
 
Canterbury Branch 
Venue: The Aurora Centre for the Performing Arts, 
Burnside, Christchurch 
Wednesday 23rd Thursday 24th February 2005 at 7:30 pm 
Magnificent sales table of ballet teddies, posters, point 
shoes, binoculars, cards, etc. 
Raffle - our ever-popular Gourmet Grocery Hampers. 
Refreshments prior and during the interval. 
Enquiries: Linda Parsons 021-637297 
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Left to right: Craig Lord, Gary Harris (artistic Director), Sir Jon Trimmer (Leading Artist) & 
Rosemary Martin)                                                                               Photo: Peter Cowley 
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     Merry Christmas     . 
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Thank you for your support this yearThank you for your support this yearThank you for your support this yearThank you for your support this year    
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These high quality binoculars 
are for sale – they come in a 
smart soft black case (9.5 x 7 
x 4 cm) perfect for a close up 
view at the ballet, opera or 
sports and very easy to carry 
in purse or pocket. 
NorWest binoculars are 8 x 
21 and can be ordered from 
us for $40 plus postage. 
 
Order these from Susie Clark, Friends Administrator  
P O Box 27 050, Wellington 
Ph: (04) 381 9009   Email: Susie@nzballet.org.nz 
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 Under 8 8 – 11 Years 12-18 years 
1st Mia Lydia Jana 
2nd John Paul Rebecca Hitomi 
3rd Katy Maxine Claudia 

 
 

A special artistic merit award was given to: 
Arial Middlemass 

 
A great big thanks all the young people who took part in the 
colouring competition, it was fantastic to see.  
Congratulations to the winners. 
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We have two new easy-to-remember web site names: 

wn-friends.org  or balletfriends.org 

     Coppelia Forum   . 
 
We were very fortunate to have with us this month, Gary 
Harris (Artistic Director), Sir Jon Trimmer who played Dr 
Coppelius and two company Dancers, Craig Lord & 
Rosemary Martin. 

Coppelia is a wonderful, humorous old story, generally 
regarded as the last masterpiece of the Romantic Period. 
The ballet was commissioned by the Paris Opera in 1867 
took over 2 years in the making and was first performed by 
them in 1870, with choreography by Saint-Leon and music 
by Delibes. The role in those days was placed on the 
ballerina and as a result woman increasingly assumed 
male roles.  Coppelia and Franz, being no exception, were 
originally danced by a ballerina.  The fantastic musical 
score is still considered to be one of the ballet’s strongest 
drawcards. 

Sherilyn Kennedy helped Gary Harris with the restaging 
and the tutoring of the dancers. Sherilyn trained at the NZ 
School of Ballet before gaining a scholarship in 1973 to 
train with the Royal Ballet School in London, England.  
She joined Sadler’s Wells Royal Ballet in 1973  and was 
promoted to soloist in 1978.  She has danced all the major 
classical ballet roles in a career spanning 21 years.  She is 
married to Carl Myers, an ex-dancer of the Sadler’s Well 
Royal ballet and they operate a full time ballet school in 
Christchurch  

Gary explained that this ballet used the sets and costumes 
from the Australian ballet and there was a lot of 
involvement from Sherilyn Kennedy and Sir Jon Trimmer 
as both have played in many different version of this ballet 
over the years. 

Sir Jon Trimmer said he was really enjoying playing the Dr 
Coppelius character, and gave us an insight into the mildly 
irascible old man he plays.  Sir Jon is relishing his comedy 
and mime like a master and told us that he has been in 
seven different company’s Coppelia performances in his 
45 years in the Theatre. 

Craig Lord explained how his shoulder injury, whilst 
keeping him out of dancing,  has enabled him to help out 
with the training of the dancers especially with the corps-
de-ballet in arranging the Czardas.  This has been a 
challenge and an opportunity the he has enjoyed greatly. 
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    Junior Masterclass    . 
Your intrepid picture snapper and newsletter editor was at it 
again recently when the Junior and Senior Master Classes 
were being taken.  Below is the junior class at the end of their 
workout by Turid Revfeim. 

As an attendance incentive, we offered two free tickets to next 
year’s Road Tour to the junior master class attendees.  The 
names drawn out of the hat were Jana Gousmett and Hannah 
Pasene.  Congratulations to them both! 

 
And the Senior Master class students after their master class. 

 
It was great to see our up and coming youngsters enjoying the 
opportunity to experience Master class tuition from Turid 
Revfeim, our company’s Ballet Mistress 
 
Each student received a Friends ballet bag and a Coppelia 
poster as a gift from the Friends  
 
The Senior master class students also attended the Coppelia 
forum, which was held on the same day. (see the Forum write 
up on the previous page).  Senior Master class also received 
tickets to Road Tour - Alayna Ng and Nicole Chadderton where 
the winners 
 

   New Piano for the Company at last  . 

At long last the Royal New Ballet has a brand new piano for 
rehearsals.   Nicolas Giles-Palmer, the Company Musician 
is ecstatic with the beautiful new Instrument and I can tell 
you from personal experience it has a fantastic sound to it. 

Wellington Friends donated $4000 towards the cost of a 
new piano some time ago and it is great to finally see it 
arrive. 

A delighted Nick with the new Yamaha Grand Piano 

 
R.I.P  Dame Alicia Markova  . 

 
Dame Alicia Markova, one of the UK©s most influential prima 
ballerinas, has died aged 94.  She died in a nursing home in 
Bath on Thursday morning, the day after her birthday. 

Dame Alicia had recently suffered a stroke and had been 
staying with her sister Vivienne Haskell in Bath. 

The London-born dancer will be best remembered for her 
version of Giselle, which is still considered to be among the 
finest ever.  

She was also known for her role in The Dying Swan - a part 
that was specially created for her by choreographer Mikhail 
Fokine. 

After being discovered by Russian impresario Sergei 
Diaghilev as a child, she went on to tour Europe where she 
came into contact with people such as Matisse and 
Stravinsky. 

Dame Alicia joined Diaghilev©s company, which was based 
in Monte Carlo, in 1925, a month after her 14th birthday. 
Diaghilev changed her name to Alicia Markova and cast her 
in the title role of Nightingale in Le Rossignol, a ballet 
scored by Stravinsky, choreographed by Balanchine and 
costumes designed by Matisse. It premiered in Paris in 
June 1925. 

After Diaghilev©s death in 1929 she returned to England and 
became a leading figure of the emerging English ballet 
scene, dancing with the Ballet Rambert and Vic Wells 
Ballet, as well as at Sadler’s Wells. 

In 1950, together with her dancing partner Anton Dolin, 
Dame Alicia founded The London Festival Ballet which 
eventually became the English National Ballet. She was still 
dancing Giselle at the age of 48 and had her last dance on 
stage in the early 1960s. 
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